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Board of Trustees Minutes

Wednesday, October 21, 2009 1:00PM
Friday, October 23, 2009 12:00 PM

1. Call to order by President Jenefer Robinson
Present: Jenefer Robinson, Paul Guyer, Dabney Townsend, Susan Feagin, Stephen
Davies, Phil Alperson, David Davies, Eva Dadlez, Sherri Irvin, Derek Matravers, Aaron
Meskin, and Mary Wiseman. Absent: Amy Coplan.

2. Consent Agenda (see attached documents)
A. Minutes of the 2008 Trustees Meeting and the 2008 Business Meeting
B. JAAC report
C. Newsletter report
D. ASAGE report
E. Secretary’s report
F. Other reports

i. ACLS/NHA.
ii. Diversity Committee
iii. Program Chair
iv. Divisions

G. Interim Actions approved by email
The Consent agenda was approved without dissent. Aaron Meskin requested that future
minutes be distributed electronically after the meeting and posted on the web. The
Secretary/Treasurer agreed to comply.

3. Financial Affairs
A. Treasurer’s Report (See attached): The Treasurer’s report was approved
without dissent. It shows that the Society remains in sound financial condition
with a useful budget surplus. We remain heavily dependent on publishing
income, however, and should that decrease, we would have to re-evaluate our
financial commitments.

B. Recommendations from the Finance Committee (Jenefer Robinson, Paul
Guyer, Dabney Townsend, Stephen Davies, Don Crawford, Ted Gracyk, Susan
Feagin (non-voting): The Finance Committee discussed alternative investment
strategies after hearing from two financial consultants from Wells Fargo
Advisors. The Committee recommended that a proposal from Russell Financial
Management that invests in Russell funds made up of other, independent mutual
funds be adopted in place of the current Merrill Lynch FDP package of Blackrock
mutual funds. These Russell Funds are independently managed (i.e. not managed
directly by Russell or Wells Fargo Advisors or their money managers), evaluated,
and adjusted to conform to our Investment Policy Statement (IPS). The funds are
held by Wells Fargo Advisors, which provides a second level of reporting. After
further discussion of the advantages and disadvantages of the proposal,
particularly its greater independence and transparency in keeping with the
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fiduciary responsibility of the Board of Trustees, the move from Merrill Lynch to
Russell Financial Management was approved without dissent.

The Finance Committee also recommended that the Society IPS be
reviewed in detail regularly at least every five years, and that it be adjusted
annually as needed. Approved.

The JAAC editor sits on the Finance Committee as a non-voting member.
The Finance Committee recommended that the editor be given a vote. Susan
Feagin, the current editor, discussed the disadvantages and possible conflicts of
interest that might arise, and recommended that the editor remain a non-voting
member. The recommendation was not approved.
C. Budget approval: The Finance Committee recommended a budget for
2010 (available as a separate file). The budget is that recommended by the
Treasurer with one amendment. The Fisher Prize should have been listed as
$1,000; that change was made. Discussion clarified that unexpended project
funds are carried over, and that a new effort should be made to make the
membership aware that funds are available.

4. Consideration of the 2011 and 2012 annual meeting sites and conditions for
arranging meetings.

The Secretary/Treasurer reported on a site visit to Tampa, Florida. Three hotels
submitted proposals. Both the Hyatt and the Sheraton Riverwalk were judged acceptable.
The Sheraton offers a better room rate to members and was recommended. Kevin
Sweeney, University of Tampa, has agreed to coordinate local arrangements. The
Secretary/Treasurer was authorized to sign a contract for the 2011 meeting to be held
October 26 through October 29, 2011. Approved

Stephanie Ross has expressed an interest in having the ASA come to St. Louis in
2012, and the Secretary/Treasurer is authorized to begin exploring arrangements for a
meeting in St. Louis. Approved

The Secretary/Treasurer is also given authority to explore future meeting sites
independently of an invitation from a host institution. This is necessary in order for us to
plan farther ahead than universities can assure invitations in the light of current budget
shortfalls.

5. Nominations for Trustees (2 positions) for the 2009 ballot (trustees to assume
office February 1, 2010). President Robinson presented a list of possible nominees for
the trustee suggested by the nominating committee. Two trustees will be elected to
succeed Phil Alperson and Mary Wiseman, whose terms expire January 31, 2010. The
list was reduced by secret ballot to a short list of candidates who will be approached by
the Secretary/Treasurer about their willingness to run.

6. Appointments
a) Trustee representative for the Finance Committee: President Robinson
suggested the appointment of Sherri Irvin to the Finance Committee as the
representative from the Board of Trustees. Irvin excused herself from the
discussion. The Board concurred in the appointment.
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b) Program Chair for 2011: A short list of possible program chairs was agreed by
secret ballot. (James Shelley has accepted.)

7. Consideration of the review of the current Secretary/Treasurer and of
nomination for the position for the 2010 ballot. (Because of the nature of the position,
a single nominee should be determined prior to the 2010 meeting in time for official
board actions at the meeting.) Dabney Townsend explained to the Board that he is neither
campaigning for re-election nor taking the Sherman oath (if nominated I will not run; if
elected, I will not serve). Several considerations will enter into his decision, including a
willingness for the Board to modify the position so that it does not require an institutional
affiliation (freeing Townsend to leave Savannah if he so chooses). Townsend then
withdrew. (unreported discussion) The board indicated a willingness to consider future
arrangements and will establish a formal review. At that time, or before, if requested,
Townsend will indicate his willingness to be considered for a second term.

8. Trustee initiated discussions:
A. Voting procedures and choice between secret ballots and those open to all
trustees.

Discussion of whether email ballots should be open or secret centered on
the possibility that an open ballot might lead to one member’s vote influencing
another’s. It was agreed that the President shall first call for open discussion,
after which a formal vote may be requested. The formal vote should go to the
President and the Secretary/Treasurer, and not to the Board as a whole. After the
vote is completed, it will be disclosed, including the individual votes.

B. Possible travel subsidy for trustees attending the Annual Meeting.
Discussion of whether travel to the annual meeting works a hardship on some
trustees, especially those from overseas who face increasingly expensive flights.
The Secretary/Treasurer reported that at least one member society of the ACLS
does subsidize trustee travel, and several that have a second trustee meeting
subsidize that meeting. It was felt, however, that for the trustees to vote
themselves a travel subsidy might be a conflict of interest and that trustees should
be chosen from members who regularly attend the meeting in any event. The vote
on the motion to subsidize trustee travel to the annual meeting was 6-6; a majority
being required for passage, the motion failed.

C. Consideration of continuing the travel rebate ($75) for members who
attend the meeting. The travel rebate was extended for one year (2010) and may
be considered on a year by year basis.

D. Procedures for Grants, Awards, and Prizes
The awarding of a book prize and a dance prize has raised difficulties,

specifically the problem of assembling a list of nominees and the work that falls
upon a small committee to determine the prizes. The Society has very little
experience in this area and is sensitive to the possible inequities and jealousies
that may arise. The President suggested the formation of a sub-committee,
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chaired by Paul Guyer, that will consider procedures for awarding prizes and
make a recommendation to the Board. The committee is to be chosen by Guyer,
who will chair it, and it is not limited to Board members. (The Fisher Prize
remains under the jurisdiction of the JAAC editor.)

The awarding for grants to members is equally difficult and potentially
more contentious. Discussion revealed a lack of clarity about the conditions and
guidelines for awarding grants, possible conflicts of interest that may arise within
a membership society (a 501(c)3 whose board has corporate fiduciary
responsibility), how the Board understands the relation between the mission of the
society to promote research and publication in aesthetics and individual research
aims, the need for more stringent reporting requirements, and general
dissatisfaction with our ability to publicize and attract grant applications from the
membership. The President appointed David Davies to chair a committee to
formulate guidelines and paradigms for grant applications and to make
recommendations of how grants should be awarded and reported. D. Davies will
select the committee, which need not be limited to members of the Board. The
committee will report to the board in time for the next round of grants (mid-
March?).

9. Other Business
1) Rachel Zuckert received a grant in 2007 to supplement an NEH grant for a

seminar to be held in Scotland and co-directed by Paul Guyer. The grant was for
supplementary funds after the NEH had already approved a budget but the decline of the
dollar left a projected deficit, particularly for housing and transportation of seminar
members. An extension was granted so that remaining funds could be used to conclude
the seminar activities and prepare reports. Northwestern University requested a second
extension, this time for publication of a book that would include, but not be limited to,
papers from seminar members. The Board discussed whether this extension went beyond
the original grant and whether it was appropriate to fund the research of individuals, as
opposed to the seminar itself. There was sympathy for the extension, which seemed a
worthwhile project, but in the light of D. Davies committee, there was also a feeling that
we should not set a precedent before guidelines were forthcoming. The majority of the
board voted not to extend the grant.

2) Considerable general discussion also followed about the kind of grants that
were appropriate and how we might get more and better grant applications (this topic
recurred throughout the meeting). Stephen Davies suggested that one avenue might be
for the Board to choose topics, particularly topics in under-discussed or researched areas
of aesthetics, and then invite a single member to formulate a proposal in that area.
Another suggestion was that undergraduates who show an interest in aesthetics might be
targeted. No final conclusion was reached, but the Diversity Committee may provide one
further avenue for expanding outreach.

3) The Secretary/Treasurer explained that there are occasions when it would be
useful to be able to style himself (or herself in the future) as ‘Executive Director’ - for
example, when dealing with hotels, caterers, etc. The Board approved the additional title
with the understanding that it does not change the description of the position nor replace
the legal title in the constitution and articles of incorporation.
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4) There was discussion of on-going items: a request from Jenefer Neilson that
the board consider funding post-graduate fellowships, a request from the ASAGE Editor
(Neilson) that the Board approve listing the Ejournal with EBSCO; a report on the search
for a new ASAGE Editor (Robinson) (the search procedure was approved, but no
discussion of candidates has taken place with the whole board); and one new conference
proposal has been received and will be acted on by the board after everyone has had time
to consider it. These items will be considered by email.

10. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned Friday, October 23, 2009 at 1:05PM

11. Addendum: Two items were raised at the Saturday business meeting and referred to
the Board of Trustees for consideration

a) A request that the travel allowance for graduate students who are on the
program be increased.
b) A request that travel grants for untenured faculty be considered.
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Supplementary Material

2. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Minutes

American Society for Aesthetics
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes

November 5 & 7, 2008

1. The Meeting was called to order by President Stephen Davies who presided.

2. The following actions already approved by e-mail vote were confirmed:
i) Approval, in principle, of a joint ASA/BSA lecture series.
ii) Approval of the title of the lecture series as the Wollheim Lectures, to
begin at the 2009 ASA meeting and to alternate thereafter between the UK
and the USA.
iii) Approval of $1,000 for support of a conference on “The Aesthetics of
Roger Scruton” at Durham University (Andy Hamilton & Nick Zangwill)
iv) Approval of continued support for the Graduate E-Journal under the
editorship of Jenn Neilson - $2,500 interim funding.
v) Approval of the recommendation of the monograph prize committee to
award the prize to Rachel Zuckert for Kant on Beauty and Biology: An
Interpretation of the ‘Critique of Judgment’.
vi) Approval to offer the initial Cohen Prize in Dance Aesthetics as a
lifetime achievement award in the amount of $3,000.
vii) Approval of the recommendation to offer two Cohen Prizes to Sally
Banes and jointly to Ann Hutchinson Guest and Ivor Guest.
viii) Approval to submit the revised constitution to the membership by
mail ballot for a vote.
ix) Approval of authorizing the Secretary/ Treasurer to complete
arrangements for Denver as the 2009 meeting site (Tim Gould as local
arrangements chair) and of proceeding with investigating arrangements for
holding the 2010 meeting in Victoria, BC (James O. Young as local
arrangements chair).

3. New Business
A. Budget and Finance – Trustee actions

i. Approval of the proposed 2009 budget. (approved unanimously)
ii. Approved the proposal for up to $25,000 for a single project to be
determined competitively. The Board of Trustees is offering up to $25,000
to support one or more projects that promote goals of the American
Society for Aesthetics, which include, promoting research in aesthetics
and the philosophy of art by members of the ASA; attracting students,
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graduates, and junior faculty to work in aesthetics and the philosophy of
art; building diversity and inclusiveness within aesthetic study; raising the
profile of aesthetics and the philosophy of art within the profession of
philosophy; collaborating with academic societies of aesthetics in other
countries; fostering common interests with philosophers who work in
other areas; and building bridges with academics and practitioners whose
work is art-relevant.

The initiative is not designed to encourage individual research but
rather projects that involve collaboration with or the participation of a
spread of the society's members, or outreach to the wider community.

Obviously, a wide variety of projects will be eligible for
consideration. Rather than specifying what is desired or expected, the
Board hopes to stimulate members of the ASA to come up with creative,
innovative ideas about how the society's interests can be advanced by the
use of this money.

Draft applications are to be received by the Secretary-Treasurer by
March 2009. If these are approved, a fully worked out proposal will be
required by May 2009. A decision will be made by July 2009. The project
should take place within the period November 2009 to October 2010. A
report on the project will be required for presentation to the Trustees in
their meetings during the 2010 annual conference.

Initial applications should briefly specify the project's title, goals,
and predicted outcomes, its intended structure (who, when, where,
methods of advertising and selection, format), its forecast budget
(including, where appropriate, sources of additional funding), and any
other relevant information.

A subcommittee of the Board of Trustees will review the
applications. This subcommittee will decide which, if any, applications
shall receive the award.
iii. Approved a proposal to investigate financial support for graduate
student and / or post-doctoral fellows in areas that involve aesthetics with
an eye towards a long term commitment to the advancement of aesthetics.
(11-2 in favor)
iv. Approved a proposal that in recognition of the effects on attendance at
academic meetings of the current global financial situation,

1. For the next two years a portion of the Special projects funds be
used to reduce costs for registrants at the annual ASA meeting by waiving
the registration fee for all members who preregister.

2. That this subvention be prominently announced in meeting
notices as an incentive for membership attendance.
v. Approved a proposal that the Secretary/Treasurer solicit new financial
investment management proposals and circulate them to the Finance
Committee for action at the 2009 meeting.
vi. Approved a proposal that the outside members of the Finance
Committee be appointed by the Board of Trustees for staggered terms of
four years, the first appointments to be for one two year term and one four
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year term, and then four year terms thereafter. Appointed Stephen Davies
for a 1 year as the trustee member, and that a new trustee member be
appointed in 2009 for a two year term, with the recommendation that that
appointment go to a board member who has already been on the board for
a year.

B. Appointments
i. Appointed David Goldblatt and Henry Pratt as the new co-editors of the
ASA Newsletter. Sondra Bacharach will continue as editor during the
transition.
ii) Recommended the appointment of a program chair for the 2010
meeting, subject to that person’s willingness to accept the appointment.

C. Nominations
i. Nominated Berys Gaut and Paul Guyer as candidates for Vice
President.
ii. Nominated six members to stand for election to the board of Trustees,
subject to their agreement to have their names put forward.

D. Received notice of the resignation of Stephanie Ross as Book Review Editor.
Applications and expressions of interest are to be solicited by Susan Feagin,
JAAC Editor, who will make a recommendation to the trustees.

E. Received notice from the Secretary/Treasurer that the revisions to the
constitution were approved. The revised constitution will be printed in the
Newsletter.

F. Resolved to appoint a subcommittee (Carolyn Korsmeyer, Tom Wartenberg,
Stephen Davies) to continue the revisions of the Program Guidelines. Revised
guidelines are to come to the Trustees (by e-mail) before mid-January 2009.

G. Considered changes to the ASA Monograph prize, but left the current
conditions and procedures in place for another year. Approved a motion to award
the current prize committees a $250 honorarium for their outstanding service and
a copy of the Saul Steinberg poster. Stephen Davies and Jenefer Robinson are to
appoint the next prize committees. Resolved that members of the monograph
committee by guaranteed anonymity, but with their identities disclosed to
Trustees after they have made their decisions. (Approved 10/3)

H. Approved a recommendation that the ASA is especially interested in receiving
special projects proposals that include diversity among participants. The ASA
encourages requests for funding that also attract funding from other sources.

I. Site Selection: Resolved to meet in Victoria in 2010 on condition that the
Secretary/Treasurer can make suitable arrangements.
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J. The Secretary/Treasurer is to investigate the practices of other societies
regarding funding for trustees to attend board meetings.

K. Approved a proposal for a preliminary investigation of ASA archival
materials, including recommendations for cataloguing and preservation.

L. Approved a subvention of $1,500 to support the publication of the
International Aesthetics Association 2009 Yearbook, which is to be edited by
Curtis Carter at the request of the IAA.

M. Discussed the issue of libel suits against journals and the possible need for a
more detailed consent form from authors. The danger is that the ASA may be
sued by persons who, for example, do not like the negative reviews their work
receives. Discussed. No action taken, but recommendations may be made and
acted upon be email.

N. Discussed with Emma Hennessy, a Wiley/Blackwell representative, the status
of the Wiley/Blackwell merger, our contract, and royalties reports. Hennessy
reported that the publisher of JAAC is likely to renew the present terms when the
current contract closes in 2010. Both publisher and society must agree on the
terms by the close of 2009. She will investigate providing a more detailed report
on royalties and permissions.

N. Thanks to trustees whose terms are ending.

4. Other business: After receipt of a letter from Monique Roelofs requesting trustee
consideration of diversity issues and action to improve diversity, the following motion
was approved:

That the Board appointed an ad hoc Committee on Diversity to increase diversity in the
Society and that this Committee be provided with a budget line of $5,000 annually for the
years 2009, 2010, and 2011 to achieve this goal. “Diversity” is here understood to
include matters of academic and intellectual diversity of topics, approaches, and
methodologies in the Society’s conferences, publications, and activities as well as matters
of social diversity in the representation of race, gender, ethnic, and national affiliation
and of socio-economic class among participants in Society activities. The Society asks
the ad hoc Committee to explore possibilities with the program chairs, the editors of the
Journal and the Newsletter, and the webmaster to build diversity in the Society. The
Board asks the Chair of the Committee to provide annual reports to the Board on its
activities.

5. Received, without dissent, of the reports in the consent agenda.

6. Meeting adjourned 3:30 PM, November 7, 2008.
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Minutes of the 2008 Business Meeting
Northampton, Massachusetts

November 8, 2008

The meeting was called to order by President Stephen Davies after a lunch provided by
the Society.

The minutes of the 2007 Business meeting were received without change.

The reports listed in the Agenda were received.

The 2009 budget was presented and reviewed. The Society continues to operate in the
black, but depends heavily on income from publications.

The following actions from the Board of Trustees meeting were presented and discussed
under the guidance of President Davies:

i) Approval, in principle, of a joint ASA/BSA lecture series.
ii) Approval of the title of the lecture series as the Wollheim Lectures, to
begin at the 2009 ASA meeting and to alternate thereafter between the UK
and the USA.
iii) Approval of $1,000 for support of a conference on “The Aesthetics of
Roger Scruton” at Durham University (Andy Hamilton & Nick Zangwill)
iv) Approval of continued support for the Graduate E-Journal under the
editorship of Jenn Neilson - $2,500 interim funding.
v) Approval of the recommendation of the monograph prize committee to
award the prize to Rachel Zuckert for Kant on Beauty and Biology: An
Interpretation of the ‘Critique of Judgment’.
vi) Approval to offer the initial Cohen Prize in Dance Aesthetics as a
lifetime achievement award in the amount of $3,000.
vii) Approval of the recommendation to offer two Cohen Prizes to Sally
Banes and jointly to Ann Hutchinson Guest and Ivor Guest.
viii) Approval to submit the revised constitution to the membership by
mail ballot for a vote.
ix) Approval of authorizing the Secretary/ Treasurer to complete
arrangements for Denver as the 2009 meeting site (Tim Gould as local
arrangements chair) and of proceeding with investigating arrangements for
holding the 2010 meeting in Victoria, BC (James O. Young as local
arrangements chair).

1. Constitutional revisions were previously submitted for a vote of the
membership were announced as approved.

2. A travel rebate of $75 for all who attend the 2009 annual meeting was
announced in recognition of the reduction in academic budgets.
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3. Denver was announced as the 2009 meeting siteat the invitation of Tim
Gould and Metropolitan State University of Denver and Victoria, BC as
2010 site at the invitation of James Young and the University of Victoria.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 PM

B. JAAC Report
EDITOR’S REPORT

The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism
July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009

CURRENT OPERATIONS

I thank Rachel Falkenstern, Editorial Assistant, and Charlie Zamastil, Administrative
Assistant, for their expert assistance in the running of the editorial office during the 2008-
2009 academic year. Charlie is editorial assistant for 2008-2009, and Lior Levy is
Administrative Assistant for 2008-2009. I thank Stephanie Ross for her tireless work as
book review editor, and Lance Bowers, her assistant. James Harold assumed the position
of Book Review Editor as of July 1, 2009. Thanks also are due to Dabney Townsend, at
the national office. And, finally, thanks go to Erin Bogle and the numerous others who
have continued to assist us at Wiley-Blackwell through the year.

THE EDITORIAL BOARD

The membership of the Editorial Board as of August 2009 is as follows:

Noël Carroll, The Graduate Center, CUNY
Stephen Davies, University of Auckland
Whitney Davis, University of California, Berkeley
Paul Guyer, University of Pennsylvania
Garry Hagberg, Bard College and University of East Anglia
Kathleen Higgins, University of Texas at Austin
John Hyman, The Queen’s College, Oxford
Gary Iseminger, Carleton College
Carolyn Korsmeyer, University at Buffalo, State University of New York
Peter Lamarque, University of York
Jerrold Levinson, University of Maryland
Dominic McIver Lopes, University of British Columbia
Jenefer Robinson, University of Cincinnati
Elisabeth Schellekens, University of Durham
Richard Shusterman, Florida Atlantic University
Anita Silvers, San Francisco State University



1/6/2010 12

Kendall Walton, University of Michigan-Ann Arbor
Mary Wiseman, Brooklyn College and The Graduate Center, CUNY

The distinguished scholars of the Editorial Board provide important advice on
manuscripts, symposia and special issues, and general Journal policy. Their collective
wisdom is invaluable. Many others have also served the Journal as referees for
manuscripts. As is customary, their names will appear with my appreciation in the first
issue of JAAC next year (volume 68, no. 1).

CURRENT ACTIVITY

Production Schedule. Since last year’s Editor’s Report, we have published Vol. 66, no.
4 (Fall 2008) and Vol. 67, nos. 1-3 (Winter, Spring, Summer 2009). Vol. 67, no. 4 (Fall
2009) is slightly behind due to the illness of the Wiley copyeditor, but we expect to get
back on track and issues should be shipped to subscribers the first week of November as
scheduled. Vol. 68, no. 1 (Winter 2010) is currently in preparation.

The shipping schedule for Volume 68 is as follows.
Vol. 68, no. 1 (Winter): 1 February 2010
Vol. 68, no. 2 (Spring): 2 May 2010
Vol. 68, no. 3 (Summer): 1 August 2010
Vol. 68, no. 4 (Fall): 3 November 2010

New Manuscripts. We received 168 submissions between July 1, 2008 and June 30,
2009. 165 were submitted as articles and 3 as discussions or replies. Of the total
submitted, 144 were rejected, 20 were accepted for publication, and 4 are still out. This
yields an acceptance rate of about 12% (of those for which we have a decision). Last year
(2007-2008) the number of submissions increased a little under 18% over the previous
year; this year (2008-2009) submissions also increased slightly.

In Vols. 66.4, 67.1, 67.2, 67.3 we published 27 articles, three discussion pieces, three
replies, one essay review (on six recent books on the harmony of the faculties), and no
symposia. (Suggestions for symposia and special issues are always welcome.)

I continue to request that referees provide constructive comments to authors. Their
comments are often quite extensive and specific for both accepted and rejected papers,
and I am gratified by the responses of authors who express their appreciation for the time
and attention that referees spend on their papers. We continue the practice of inviting
authors of some papers to resubmit after revising their papers along the lines of
suggestions made by referees.

Book Reviews. In Vols. 66.4, 67.1, 67.2, and 67.3 we published reviews of 41 books
(including six books in the essay review).
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We review books in a wide variety of fields related to aesthetics, criticism, and theories
of the arts. Those who would like to write reviews are encouraged to contact Prof. James
Harold at Mt. Holyoke College and send their CV or some indication of the areas in
which they would like to review.

JOHN FISHER MEMORIAL PRIZE COMPETITION

The deadline for the 2009 competition was February 2, 2009. It was another banner year
for submissions. We received eighteen submissions, and Michael Newell’s paper
“Pictorial Resemblance” was selected for the Prize.

SPECIAL ISSUES and SYMPOSIA

Vol. 67, number 1 is a Special Issue, “The Poetics, Aesthetics, and Philosophy of
Narrative,” guest-edited by Noël Carroll. It was simultaneously published in book form.
The deadline for submissions for the next Special Issue, “The Aesthetics of
Architecture,” is January 18, 2010, and publication is expected for the Winter 2011 issue
(Vol. 69, no. 1).

Guidelines for Special Issue and Symposia proposals are on the JAAC website under
“Submissions.”

ELECTRONIC MATTERS

Electronic Publication with Wiley-Blackwell. Full-text electronic access to current
issues of JAAC has migrated to www.interscience.wiley.com/, the website that Wiley-
Blackwell maintains for journals they publish. This website has absorbed what was
previously accessed through Blackwell’s Synergy. Wiley-Blackwell provides electronic
access to individual subscribers. For further information see their website,
www.wiley.com/. Wiley-Blackwell sponsors seminars in June and December, in
Washington, D.C., for editors and publishers of the scholarly journals that they publish in
order to familiarize their clients with some of the opportunities and issues surrounding
electronic matters, which will likely be in flux for the foreseeable future. Wiley-
Blackwell continues to pursue its mission as one of the world’s foremost academic and
professional publishers and as the world’s largest publisher of journals of scholarly and
professional societies. Its list contains more than 1,400 scholarly peer-reviewed journals.

JSTOR Digital Archives. JSTOR, a scholarly journal archive service, is a non-profit
partnership of more than 4,558 libraries and research institutions in 121 countries
worldwide that provides access to scholarly materials for participating institutions. They
are an archive of the printed version of journals, not merely of individual articles and
reviews. Full search, browse, citation, print and download capabilities are available for all
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material in JAAC, including essays, symposia, and reviews in both regular and special
issues. JSTOR sponsors seminars annually for scholarly journal editors and publishers on
electronic developments in publishing, similar to those held by Wily-Blackwell. For
further information about JSTOR, see their website, www.jstor.org.

JAAC Website. The JAAC website continues to be hosted by Temple University. The
website is regularly made consistent with other related websites and print materials, such
as the ASA and Wiley-Blackwell websites, mastheads of the Journal and the ASA
Newsletter. The “Archive” section of the website has been revised to make it conform to
changes in the Temple University server.

As always, I welcome comments and suggestions from ASA members and JAAC readers
to help us improve what we are doing.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan L. Feagin
Editor

C. Newsletter Report

Newsletter Report
October 2009

In the past year, three issues of the ASA Newsletter were published. The Winter 2008
issue (vol. 28, no. 3) included a trio of papers for our series From the Author’s
Perspective – “The Art of Theater” by Jim Hamilton, “Teaching Thinking on Screen” by
Tom Wartenberg and “Film and Philosophy: Taking Movies Seriously” by Dan Shaw.
Anna Ribeiro also contributed a teaching article about Eileen John and Dom Lopes’
Philosophy of Literature: Contemporary and Classic Readings.

The Spring 2009 issue (vol. 29, no. 1) was the result of a special collaboration between
the APA Newsletter on Philosophy and Computers and the ASA Newsletter. This special
issue on computer art is the first of two (another will be forthcoming next year) issues
reflecting a recent interest in computer art. The first two pieces were by Dom Lopes, who
contributed a piece for our From the Author’s Perspective series on his new book, A
Philosophy of Computer Art and by Derek Matravers, “Sorting out the Value of New Art
Forms.”

The most recent issue, Summer 2009 (vol. 29, no. 2), contains a pair of articles on
aesthetics and the environment. The first was Glenn Parsons’ From the Author’s
Perspective on his new book, Aesthetics and Nature. The second was a teaching article
about Parsons and Lintott’s Nature, Aesthetics and Environmentalism by Allison
Hagerman.

We would like to thank all of our contributors for the rich and diverse collection of
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articles. The Newsletter has benefited from people approaching us with new ideas and
suggestions for articles, and we hope that people will continue to do so in the future. We
would also like to thank Dabney for all his support, particularly as we have been
transitioning editors of the ASA Newsletter, and Dom, for his help upgrading and
maintaining the online access to Newsletter articles. And, we would like to thank
Erich Rodenberg of the Print Shop of Savannah for all his good work with the
Newsletter and especially for his advice in getting us to put new color in the latest
issue.

Finally, after having enjoyed serving as co-editor for 6 years, Sondra is stepping down to
make time for new challenges. She is leaving the Newsletter in the very capable hands of
Henry Pratt and David Goldblatt, who will be the new co-editors. She is grateful for the
opportunity to have worked on the Newsletter and with so many interesting and exciting
aestheticians during those years.

Sondra Bacharach, David Goldblatt and Henry Pratt
ASA Newsletter Co-editors.

D. ASAGE report

ASAGE Editor’s Report Sept 1, 2008 – Aug.
31, 2009

ASAGE is an electronic graduate journal sponsored by the American Society for
Aesthetics. We publish high caliber work in philosophy of the arts written by graduate
students.

Thanks to the ASAGE advisory committee, Jenefer Robinson, Carolyn Korsmeyer and
Philip Alperson, as well as to Jenny Bennett, our copy-editor, for their contributions to
the smooth running of the journal this year. Thanks also to Dabney Townsend at the
national office. I would also like to thank the graduate students who serve as our
reviewers, and who consistently provide their peers with excellent feedback on
submissions.

Recent Volumes

Fall 2008 / Winter 2009 (Vol. 1, No. 1)

Must Aesthetic Definitions of Art be Disjunctive?
Jonathan Farrell

Varieties of Response-Dependence: A Critique of Zangwill
Elizabeth Zeron Compton

Replies to Farrell and Compton
Nick Zangwill

Spring / Summer 2009 (Vol. 1, No. 2)
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The Dynamic Phenomenon of Art in Heidegger's The Origin of the Work of Art
Aili Bresnahan

Aesthetic and Other Theoretical Virtues in Science
Jason B. Simus

Book Review: Art, Emotion and Ethics
Charles Repp

Current Volume (In Progress)

Fall 2009 / Winter 2010 (Vol. 2, No. 1)

Zips: Experimental Lines of Flight
Ryan Johnson

Book Review: Nominalism and Its Aftermath: The Philosophy of Nelson Goodman
Nigel Gully

Statistics (per calendar year) 2008 2009 (to date)
Issues Published 1 2 (including current issue, in
progress)
Items Published 2 6 (6 articles and 2 book
reviews)
Total Submissions 7 27 (32 articles and 2 book
reviews)
Accepted 29% 22%
Avg. Days to Review 41 42

Article View Counts (09/30/2009)

Fall 2008 / Winter 2009 Abstract Views Article Views
Farrell 399 465
Zeron Compton 142 315
Zangwill 106 309

Spring / Summer 2009
Bresnahan 111 191
Simus 63 185
Repp 41 185

Activities

- ASAGE now has an ISSN! Help us out by asking the electronic periodicals
librarian to include ASAGE (ISSN: 1946-1879) in your library’s catalog.
Institutional subscriptions are free of charge.
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- ASAGE has also received a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) prefix (10.4299), so
articles published in the journal will now have unique digital identification
numbers.

- A regular annual publication schedule has now been established.
- A special issue is planned for 2010, although the topic has yet to be determined.
- ASAGE is considering publishing brief abstracts of dissertations in aesthetics.

New ASAGE Editor

ASAGE has received several applications in response to its search for a new editor. The
new editor will begin shadowing Jenn in January, and take over full duties in September
2010. We have several promising candidates, and are confident that the transition will go
smoothly.

Subscription Information

Subscriptions (e-mail publication notices) are free of charge. Any interested party can
subscribe online at www.asage.org by clicking on the “Register” link at the top of the
page. More information on reviewing for or submitting to ASAGE is also available at
www.asage.org.

Budget

Publishing two issues including a maximum of 4 articles and two book reviews as well as
one special issue every two years (starting 2010).

2008 Budget

Projected Actual

Web Developer $2500 $2500 start-up cost
Web Editor $1000 $1000 annual honorarium
Editor $2000 $1500 $500 for one issue + travel stipend
Copy Editor (max.) $1200 $ 438 up to $600/issue for one issue
Special Issue Reserve $ 550 $ 550 total reserve $550, payable 2009
Website Copy Writer $ 0 $ 500 start-up cost
Logo Design $ 0 $ 200 start-up cost

Totals: $7250 $6688

2009 Budget
Projected Actual

Web Editor $1030 $1030 annual honorarium
Editor $2060 $2060 $515/issue + travel stipend $1030
Copy Editor (max.) $1236 $ 862 up to $618/issue ($25.75 per hour)
Special Issue Reserve $ 567 $ 567 total reserve $1117, deferred to 2010
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Software Update $ 200 $ 0 tech support for software update
DOI $ 300 $ 92 annual fee of $275 + $1 per article

Total: $5393 $4611

2010 Budget
Projected (+3% for inflation)

Web Editor $1061 annual honorarium
Editor $2121 $530/issue + travel stipend $1061
Copy Editor (max.) $1236 up to $637/issue ($26.52 per hour)
Special Issue $ 584 total reserve $1701, payable 2010
Software Update $ 200 tech support for software update
DOI Data Entry $ 150 finding and adding DOIs to
bibliographies
DOI $ 300 annual fee of $275 + $1 per article

Total: $5352

E. Secretary’s Report
Secretary’s Report

Membership:
Membership remains stable. Current membership is 942, of which 59 are

Canadian, 710 are US, and 173 are international (non-Canadian).

Annual Meetings:
The 2008 meeting was held in Northampton MA, November 5 through 8, 2008.

The five colleges – Mount Holyoke, Amherst, Smith, Hampshire, and UMass-Amherst –
acted as hosts. Mount Holyoke and Amherst hosted receptions, and Smith provided
space for the Aesthetic Attitude performance at the Smith College Museum. Tom
Wartenberg (Mount Holyoke) served as Local Arrangement Chair with assistance from
James Harold (Mount Holyoke), Joe Moore (Amherst), and Al Mosely (Smith). Special
thanks are due to all for coordinating the meeting across multiple campuses. Hampshire
College hosted an artist’s exhibition of work by Peg Brand. Stephen Melville was the
Program Chair. Wiley/Blackwell provided a $3,000 subsidy for the Opening reception
on Wednesday evening. One of the ways that the Society is increasing funding for
activities of potential benefit to and open to all members is to increase funding for the
Annual Meeting. The 2008 meeting had increased hospitality, audio-visual support, and
local entertainment. We hope to continue this trend as funds remain available.

Site Hotel Hotel
Rate

Membership
total

Meeting
Registration

1999 Washington,
DC

Washington
Plaza

1042 210

2000 Reno, NV
2000

Hilton-Reno 856 159
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2001 Minneapolis,
MN 2001

Hyatt Regency
Minneapolis

901 170

2002 Coral Gables,
FL 2002

Hyatt Regency
Coral Gables

$149 780 175

2003 San
Francisco,
CA 2003

Westin St.
Francis

$139 714 193

2004 Houston, TX
2004

Warwick Hotel $125 668 137

2005 Providence,
RI 2005

Westin Hotel
Providence

$165 707 186

2006 Milwaukee,
WI 2006

Hilton
Milwaukee City
Center

$129 726 140

2007 Los Angeles Sheraton
Downtown

$139 745 140

2008 Northampton Clarion Inn $109 824 125
2009 Denver Warwick

Denver
$149 942 143*

*Does not include late registrations at the meeting
The meeting featured a plenary address by David Weinberg, an astronomer, and Josiah
Weinberg, and artist as well as the Presidential Address, “Responding Emotionally to
Fictions,” by Stephen Davies.

The 2000 meeting is being held at the Warwick – Denver Hotel. The program
chair is Paul Guyer and the local arrangements chair is Tim Gould. Meeting dates are
October 21 – October 24, 2009.

I continue to work with Jill Slater of Helms-Briscoe on meeting arrangements.
The 2010 meeting will be held in Victoria, BC at the historic Canadian Railroad hotel,
the Fairmont Empress. Daniel Nathan will be the program chair, and James Young will
be the local arrangements chair. This is a special opportunity to see and stay in an
historic hotel right on the harbor at a reasonable rate. Victoria offers excellent
opportunities for environmental and Native American aesthetics. Information on
transportation will be forthcoming, but Victoria is accessible by ferry from either Seattle
or Vancouver as well as directly by air. I hope that many members will take advantage of
this opportunity

Elections and Nomination:
Elections were held after the 2008 annual meeting for three trustee positions to

replace Ruth Lorand, Danny Nathan, and Tom Wartenberg, whose terms expired January
31, 2009. Amy Copan, David Davies, and Sherri Irvin were elected by a plurality of
secret ballots. Jenefer Robinson has succeeded Stephen Davies upon the expiration of his
term as President in 2009, but Stephen remains on the board as past president.

The schedule of elections calls for the nomination of candidates by the Board of
Trustees and the membership at large (if nominating petitions are received) for two
positions to replace Phil Alperson and Mary Wiseman whose terms end on January 31,
2010.
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ACLS/NHA
The American Council of Learned Societies and the National Humanities

Association met jointly in Philadelphia. Philip Alperson attended as the ASA delegate
and I attended as Chief Administrative Officer of the Society. The ASA is a member of
both organizations. The ACLS offers a number of fellowships and other programs open
to Society members and the Council of Administrative Officers meets to discuss the
administration of learned societies and provides advice and counsel. The National
Humanities Association lobbies on behalf of the humanities in Washington. The ASA
also participated in National Humanities Day in Washington by providing $600 as a
sponsoring organization. I attended a Humanities Day seminar held by the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences that was address by Justice David Souter, and I joined the
Georgia delegation in visiting congressment and senators to advocate for increased
funding for the humanities, especially the National Endowment for the Humanities. The
NEH now has a new Director, Jim Leach, a former congressman from Iowa, who has
been a strong supporter of the humanites. We hope for increase and vocal NEH activity,
something that has been somewhat lacking during the recent years.

JAAC
Susan Feagin continues as JAAC editor. Stephanie Ross has stepped down as

Book Review Editor after being appointed Chair of the Philosophy Department at the
University of Missouri-St. Louis. James Harold, Mount Holyoke College, has now fully
assumed the duties of Book Review Editor.

ASA Newsletter
Sondra Bacharach and Sheila Lintott have stepped down as Newsletter Editor.

Special thanks are due to Sondra, who stayed on an extra six months to assist the new
editors, David Goldblatt and Henry Pratt, in the transition. News and announcements
should now be sent to either David <goldblatt@denison.edu> or Henry
<henry.pratt@marist.edu> for future issues. Printing and mailing is done by the Print
Shop in Savannah, GA.

ASAGE
Jenn Neilson has succeeded in getting the ASA Graduate E-Journal up and

running. The first issues are available at <www.asage.org>. The journal seeks
submissions from any graduate student; they may be sent to the journal web site,
<www.asage.org/submissions>. A committee consisting of Carolyn Korsmeyer, Jenefer
Robison, and Phil Alperson provides advice to the editor and to the Board of Trustees on
the journal. Suggestions and expressions of interest are now being sought for a new
managing editor. They can be sent to me at <dabney.townsend@armstrong.edu>.

Interim Actions
We continue to conduct business by e-mail between annual meetings. This year,

the most important interim actions included approval of new editors for the Newsletter
and the JAAC book review editor. The Trustees also reviewed applications for a special
initiative for larger projects to advance the mission of the Society. Eight submissions
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were received, and over $14,000 was approved for projects at the University of Texas at
Austin and at Montreal University.

Wollheim Lectures
The Inaugural Wollhim Lecture will be given by Peter Lamarque. The lecture is

named for Richard Wollheim, whose activities in aesthetics in both the United Kingdom
and the USA have enhanced the reputation of aesthetics in philosophy. Funding for this
lectureship, which provides both an honorarium and travel expenses, will come from both
the British Society for Aesthetics and the ASA. The lecture will be given in alternate
years, this year at the ASA annual meeting and next year in the UK at a site to be chosen
by the BSA. The ASA has nominated Noël Carroll for the 2010 lecture in the UK, and
the BSA has concurred. The ASA will choose the lecturer for the UK lecture, and the
BSA will chose the lecturer for the US lecture in subsequent years. It is hoped that this
joint effort will promote exchanges between the two societies.

Prizes
The Trustees, acting on a recommendation by a committee of senior members of

the Society appointed by the President, voted to award the ASA Monograph Prize to
Glenn Parsons and Allen Carlson for their book, Functional Beauty. They will share the
prize of $1,000. The monograph prize is awarded each year. Nominations, including self
nominations, may be made by any member of the Society. In 2010, the Selma Jeanne
Cohen Dance Prize will also be awarded. This prize is awarded biennially. Nominations
for an outstanding book or journal article contributing to dance aesthetics may be made
by anyone. Calls for nominations will be published in the Newsletter and JAAC.

Dabney Townsend
Secretary
October, 2009

F. Other Reports
i) ACLS/NHA

American Council of Learned Societies
National Humanities Alliance

Report on 2009 Annual Meetings

The ASA is a member of both the American Council of Learned Societies and the
National Humanities Alliance which held their joint annual meetings in Philadelphia,
May 7-9, 2009. The ASA was represented by Dabney Townsend as ACLS Chief
Administrative Officer and Philip Alperson as ACLS Delegate. The costs of the
attendees of constituent societies are borne by the ACLS.

National Humanities Alliance (NHA)

Founded in 1981 and supported by over 100 member organizations, the National
Humanities Alliance is a lobbyist organization advocating for the humanities on behalf of
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scholarly societies, libraries, museums, state humanities councils, historical societies,
colleges and universities, research centers, and university presses. The NHA monitors
federal policy and funding on matters concerning the humanities, especially the National
Endowment for the Humanities. Past NHA reports have focused on challenges to
freedom of inquiry and the open exchange of ideas under the pressure of efforts to
strengthen national security, legislation concerning “orphan works” (copyrighted works
whose owners are difficult or impossible to locate), developments in “open access” to
scholarly material on electronic networks, and updates on NEH funding. This year’s
report was considerably shorter than in the past because, at the time of the report,
President Obama had not yet appointed a new Chair of the NEH so NHA was basically in
a holding pattern pending appointment of the new Chair. NHA Director Jessica Jones
Irons did point out that the current level of NEH support for basic research and
scholarship in the humanities is approximately at the level of the ACLS, which is to say
that government support for humanities scholarship is no larger than that of the single
largest non-profit organization offering grants and fellowships in the humanities.

The American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS)

Founded in 1919, the American Council of Learned Societies is a private non-
profit federation of 70 national scholarly organizations. The ASA has been a member
Society of the ACLS for 69 years, having been elected to membership in 1950. The
ACLS was instrumental in helping to establish and to reauthorize the National
Endowment for the Humanities in 1965. The ACLS celebrates its 90th anniversary this
year.

ACLS meetings always include an address by the ACLS President. Previous
presidential addresses have ranged over such topics as political and economic trends
affecting higher education, the effects of globalization and internationalization on
scholarly research, the digitization of scholarship, the importance of strengthening
international ties and understanding, and the lay public’s views of humanities professors.
This year President Pauline Yu spoke about what was on the minds of most institutional
leaders these days: the effects of the global economic crisis on institutional operations.
The ACLS offered a record 241 fellowships this past year, with total ACLS support for
the humanities at roughly $10 million. With a 30% drop in its endowment from $90
million to $60 million, the ACLS is unlikely to be able to continue to offer funding at the
same level. Dr. Yu also reported that there had been a $120 billion loss in the higher
education sector in the United States this past year. Her discussions with colleagues
across the country have accordingly focused on what she called “varieties of despair.” If
economic recovery comes slowly and we experience several more years of search
cancellations and freezes, the world of academia may find itself facing widespread
reductions in the ranks of junior faculty that could result the loss of a generation of
scholars. Compounding and caused in part by these economic forces, humanities
programs are facing a new wave of pressure to justify their own existence in ways that
speak to the possibility of enhancement of workplace skills – a theme Dr. Yu touched
upon last year.
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The ACLS luncheon speaker has traditionally been the Chair of the NEH. This
year Dr. Don Randel, President of the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, one the major
funders of ACLS programs, addressed the group. Dr. Randel gave a spirited defense of
the humanities. When asked whether, in the wake of recent changes in the Rockefeller
and Ford foundations that might signal a move away from foundation support of the
humanities, cultural and area studies, dr. Randel reiterated Mellon’s strong support for
humanistic research and understanding.

The ACLS also received reports on topics including scholarly judgments of
academic achievement, open access and journal finance, and the survival of digital
sources for research.

ASA members are reminded that ACLS fellowships are routinely awarded to
work in cognate to the field of aesthetics. This past year fellowships were awarded in the
fields of art and architectural history, film, gender studies, literature, music, philosophy,
theater, dance, and performance studies. Awards were made at all professorial ranks as
well as for students completing doctoral dissertations. Independent scholars are also
eligible for support. ASA members have been successful in receiving ACLS support in
the past and we encourage ASA members to make applications for these fellowships and
grants. For information on the coming year’s competitions, visit www.acls.org.

Respectfully submitted,

Philip Alperson
ASA ACLS Delegate
Dabney Townsend
ASA ACLS Chief Administrative Officer
May 16, 2009

ii) Diversity Committee

ASA Committee on Diversity
Annual Report

2008- 2009

At their annual meeting in November 2008 in Northampton, the ASA Board of Trustees
Board passed the following motion, enabling the establishment of the ASA Committee on
Diversity:

Moved:

That the Board appoint an ad hoc Committee on Diversity to increase
diversity in the Society and that this Committee be provided with a budget
line of $5,000 annually for the years 2009-2010, 2010-2011, and 2011-
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2012 to achieve this goal. “Diversity” is here understood to include
matters of academic and intellectual diversity of topics, approaches, and
methodologies in the Society’s conferences, publications, and activities as
well as matters of social diversity in the representation of race, gender,
ethnic, and national affiliation and of socio-economic class among
participants in Society activities. The Society asks the ad hoc Committee
to explore possibilities with the program chairs, the editors of the Journal
and the Newsletter, and the webmaster to build diversity in the Society.
The Board asks the Chair of the Committee to provide annual reports to
the Board on its activities.

In March 2009, President Jenefer Robinson appointed Philip Alperson to Chair the
Committee which also included the following ASA members: Sherri Irvin, Dominic
Lopes, Monique Roelofs, Yuriko Saito, Paul Taylor, and Mary Wiseman.

The Chair asked for and received permission from President Robinson and Secretary-
Treasurer Dabney Townsend to postpone the annual budget line by one year, with the
first annual installment available in 2010-2011.

Dominic Lopes established a listserv for the Committee. The Committee began its
activities with a wide-ranging discussion of strategies for enhancing diversity in the ASA
in line with the Board’s enabling motion.

Monique Roelofs and Paul Taylor agreed to work with Danny Nathan, Program Chair for
the 2011 annual meetings in Victoria, B.C., on program enhancement. The Committee
wishes to thank Danny Nathan for his support of the diversity initiative.

The Committee has also begun discussions with Susan Feagin, Editor of the JAAC, about
possible journal-related projects such as symposia, special issues, and essay awards. The
Committee is grateful to Susan Feagin for her support.

The Committee continues its discussion of strategies to improve diversity and welcomes
suggestions from the ASA membership about other ways to enhance diversity in the
Society.

Respectfully submitted,

Philip Alperson
Chair
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iii) Program Chair

REPORT OF THE 2009 PROGRAM CHAIR

1. The 2009 Program Committee (Paul Guyer, chair; Elisabeth Camp, Angela Curran,
Richard Eldridge, John A. Fisher, Jonathan Gilmore, Eileen John, Jane Kneller, Ann
Christina Ribeiro, and Dabney Townsend, ex officio) met at the 2008 Annual Meeting in
Northampton. The Local Arrangements Chair for 2009, Timothy Gould, also attended.
At that meeting, procedures, the “Call for Papers,” a list of proposed “Author Meets
Critics” sessions, and a list of potential plenary speakers were developed. The committee
also agreed to invite Casey Haskins to organize one or two panels on the influence of
John Dewey in honor of the sesquicentennial of his birth and the seventy-fifth anniverary
of the publication of Art as Experience. The main procedural change from prior years
was to establish an earlier deadline for submission of proposed panels (January 15) than
for submission of individual papers (March 1), so that if any proposed panels were
rejected, those involved would still have time to submit individual papers.

2. From the list of proposed “Author Meets Critics” sessions, session on books by
Alexander Nehamas, Carl Plantinga, Yuriko Saito, and Kendall Walton were successfully
organized. Denis Dutton accepted our invitation to give a plenary address on the theme
of his new book, The Art Instinct, in conjunction with the Committee’s call for discussion
of the impact of Darwin on aesthetics in light of the bicentennial of Darwin’s birth.
Casey Haskins agreed with the program chair to organize one panel on the American
influence of Dewey’s aesthetics and one on its international influence.

3. Proposals for nine panels were submitted by January 15. Each of them found support
from multiple members of the Program Committee, so all nine were accepted. This
obviated the need for a separate and later deadline for individual paper submissions, but
that could not have been foreseen.

4. Fifty-four individual papers were submitted by the deadline of March 1. Each was
graded by two members of the Program Committee on a scale from “A” to “D.” Forty
submitted papers were accepted, all that had no grade lower than “B” and papers with one
“C” only if they also had one “A.”

5. Commentators and chairs were invited by the Program Committee Chair in
consultation with the Program Committee and the Local Arrangements Chair. Those
who had unsuccessfully submitted papers and those who had expressed interest in
chairing to the Program Committee Chair were given priority in the selection of chairs.

6. The number of invited panels, submitted panels, and individual papers selected
necessitated adding fourth parallel sessions on Friday and Saturday; the Secretary-
Treasurer was able to secure the extra room from the hotel. Future Program Committees
may wish to consider attendance at this year’s sessions before deciding whether to repeat
that departure from the past. The scheduling of the sessions was done by the Program
Chair, who apologizes for several inconveniences he caused.
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Respectfully submitted,
Paul Guyer

iv) Divisions

a) Eastern Division
Please find enclosed as an attachment the 2008-2009 financial report for the Eastern Division of
the American Society for Aesthetics. The Division began the year with a balance of $2140.52 on
June 15, 2008 and ended the year with a balance of $1812.69 on June 15, 2009.

We did not alter the fee schedule for regular members. However we did lower the fees for
students from $60 to $35 in order to encourage greater graduate student attendance. The strategy
was successful and it did not have a significant impact on our ending balance. We plan to offer to
waive the fees for a small number of local graduate students next year if they will volunteer to
help with registration and etc. at the conference. We feel that this is a good way to help graduate
students gain exposure to, and experience with, the workings of the profession.

Please contact me if you have any questions. I will be at Bates College visiting again in 2009-
2010. My email address will remain wseeley@bates.edu.

Sincerely,
William Seeley

2009 Expenses/Budget for the Eastern Division of the American Society for Aesthetics
Bill Seeley & David Clowney

Expense Income
Beginning Balance 2140.52
[First Hotel Payment (June 14, 2008)] 658.90
[Reception Drinks/Cups 2008] 143.52
[Second Hotel Payment (March 13, 2009)] 658.90

Total Registration Deposits
Early Registration 2245.00 3220.00
Onsite Registration 975.00

Total Meeting Expenses (2008) 2086.51
[Honorarium] 500.00
[Aesthetic Attitude] 400.00
[Banquet & Meeting (total)] 1110.12

Banquet (30 folks) = 476.10
Coffee/Beverage Service (20ppl)

Fri = 151.00
Sat = 328.80

Drinks/Cups = 143.52
Audio/Visual = 10.70

[Misc (name tags, pens, etc.] 76.39
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Total Expenses (2009) 3547.83
Total Income (2009) 5360.52
Ending Balance 1812.69

b) Pacific Division
ASA Pacific Division Meeting Pacific Grove, California 15-17 April 2009

The annual meeting of the Pacific Division of the ASA was held 15-17 April 2009, at the
Asilomar Conference Grounds in Pacific Grove, California. The weather was brisk and
the fireplace in the meeting room much appreciated. Proceedings were made available
electronically rather than mailed out, saving on both paper and postage. At the business
meeting, the membership voted to create a new student registration fee of $10 to
encourage undergraduate and graduate students to attend. The registration fee for others
will rise slightly, from $90 to $100, for the first time in some years.

The program included 13 papers (chosen from 45 submissions) and 4 author-
meetscritics sessions. There were 47 people on the program, including chairs and
commentators, and 61 total registrants. As usual, the topics of discussion ranged widely,
from the aesthetics of pregnancy and childbirth (Sheila Lintott) to the usefulness, or lack
thereof, of higher-order ontologies of music (Lee Brown).

The program kicked off Wednesday afternoon with three papers on fiction by Eva
Dadlez, Amy Kind and Cathleen Muller, winner of the Graduate Student Essay Award
for her outstanding paper “Reply to Everett’s ‘Against Fictional Realism.’” Next up was
an author meets- critics session on Paul Woodruff’s The Necessity of Theater, with
Noël Carroll, David Davies and Paul Thom serving as critics.

Thursday was action-packed, beginning with a panel on music (papers by Lee
Brown and John Fisher) followed by a double author- meets-critics session on Charles O.
Nussbaum’s The Musical Representation: Meaning, Ontology, and Emotion (with
Kathleen Higgins as critic) and Aniruddh D. Patel’s Music, Language, and the Brain
(with Stephen Davies as critic). After lunch there was a panel on literary matters (papers
by Michael Gettings and Peter Goldie) and another on the relationship between aesthetics
and ethics (papers by Gregory Currie and Jenn Neilson). The afternoon ended with an
author-meets-critics panel on Tom Wartenberg’s Thinking on Screen: Film as
Philosophy, with critics Amy Coplan, Bruce Russell and George Wilson.

The meeting closed Friday morning with papers on matters related to images (Ben
Blumson and Flo Leibowitz) and aesthetic experience (Tom Leddy and Sheila Lintott).
The meeting was greatly enhanced by excellent commentaries delivered by Peter Alward,
Ben Caplan, Renee Conroy, John Gibson, Jillian Isenberg, Jo Ellen Jacobs, Peter Kivy,
Carl Matheson, Derek Matravers, Andrew McGonigal, Taffy Ross, Marcelo Sabatés and
Reed Winegar.

I am grateful to session chairs Zed Adams, Emily Brady, Don Crawford, Nick
Diehl, Rick Fox, Justin London, Dom Lopes, James Mock and Rita Risser for helping to
keep things running smoothly and on time. For general advice and assistance, I am
grateful to past program chairs Jim Hamilton, Sheila Lintott, Aaron Meskin, David
Osipovich and, especially, my immediate predecessor, Dustin Stokes; ASA Secretary-
Treasurer Dabney Townsend; and web maestro extraordinaire Dom Lopes. A warm
thanks to Amy Coplan and Tom Leddy for supplying equipment that allowed us to have a
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proper aesthetics meeting with pictures and sounds and things. Russ Quacchia provided
helpful binders with information about local eateries and attractions. For their service as
referees on a very tight timeline, I am grateful to Catharine Abell, Tom Adajian, Phil
Alperson, Lee Brown, Diarmuid Costello, Gregory Currie, David Davies, Stephen
Davies, Tobyn De Marco, Eileen John, Emily Brady, David Goldblatt, Ted Gracyk,
James Harold, Andrew Kania, John Kulvicki, Paisley Livingston, Dom Lopes, Derek
Matravers, Aaron Meskin, Alex Neill, Glenn Parsons, Taffy Ross, Crispin Sartwell, Bob
Stecker, Dustin Stokes, Amie Thomasson and Saam Trivedi.

For the 2010 meeting, I pass the torch to David Davies. The 2011 meeting will be
co-chaired by Amy Coplan and Tobyn De Marco.

Sherri Irvin

c) Rocky Mountain Division.
ASA Rocky Mountain Division Meeting Santa Fe, New Mexico 10-12 July 2008

The Rocky Mountain Division held its 26th annual meeting in the historic Hotel St.
Francis, in downtown Santa Fe. Registration opened at 8:00 on Friday, 10 July, with the
first sessions starting at 9:00 after opening remarks at 8:45. The business meeting started
at 11:30 Sunday, 12 July, after the final sessions ended at 11:10. The weather was
splendid, the sessions well-attended, and the Saturday evening reception a grand event
apparently enjoyed by the many attendees. I believe it safe to say that the conference was
well in keeping with the expected standards for a division meeting.

This was the first year of Linda Dove’s three year term as division president. At
the business meeting, Elizabeth Graham, Brandon University, Manitoba, was elected
treasurer and John Sampson was thanked for his many years of dedicated service in that
office. President Dove asked for suggestions as to rescheduling and possibly relocating
the conference venue as a result of the massive restoration of the hotel and attendant cost
and scheduling complexities: this discussion is being continued by email.

There were twenty nine presentations in a diverse program that emphasized, as
always, the interdisciplinary nature of the division. The program panels were: Art,
Artists, and Aesthetic Context (Peter Thompson, Michael Greene, Karen Hillier);
Marxism and the Market (Norman Fischer, Raphael Sassower); Aesthetic Interplay
Between Western and Non-Western Forms (Allison Hagerman, Ryan Jordan, Cornelia
Tsakiridou); Representation and the Problem of Make-Believe (Mark Silcox, Heidi
Silcox, Eva Dadlez); Roundtable on the State of Contemporary Letters: Is Hybridity the
Word? (Dee Horne, George Moore, Linda Dove); The Aesthetics of Self-Fashioning
(Alain Beauclair, Lawrence Rhu); Aesthetics and Literature (Michael Manson, Reuben
Ellis, Johan Samson, Joseph Vincenzo); Beauty and Taste: Practical and Theoretical
Statements (Rick Chew, S.K. Wertz, James Mock, Jon Mikkelsen); Aesthetics and
Architecture (Francis Downing, Roger Paden); and Aesthetics and Music (David Conter,
Martin Donougho, Arthur Stewart). The intersections of the papers in the sessions
provided thematic unity and facilitated vigorous discussion.

The session chairs managed the timing of presentations and discussions with
uniform excellence. Thanks are offered to the chairs: Michael Manson, Eva Dadlez,
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included an update on the preparations for the Congress and gave a picture of the general
development of aesthetics in China in recent years. The “call for papers” has been sent to
IAA members, and to member societies including ASA. Peng Feng delivered posters for
the Beijing Congress to attending delegates, and responded to questions of the delegates
and received suggestions from the attending delegates concerning the plans. Gao
Jianping reported on the strong interest in aesthetics across China.

The Executive Committee approved plans to hold the XIX Congress in Krakow, Poland
in July of 2013 and heard a preliminary expression of interest from Korea to hold the XX
Congress in Korea in 2016. The Korean delegate was asked to submit a formal plan for
review of the next IAA Executive Committee which will take place in Beijing in August
2010.

II. Newsletter
Ernest Zenko sent a letter to the EC-Meeting via Jos de Mul and Gao Jianping, in which
he reported on the status of the IAA Newsletter preparation and financial matters
pertaining to the Newsletter. Zenko requested that the Executive Committee appoint a
replacement for him as he no longer is able to serve as Editor of the Yearbook. The
delegates expressed their sincere thanks for Ernest Zenko’s work during the past years. It
was also decided that the officers of the association secure two new editors for the
Newsletter in the near future. The new editors will be appointed to serve for a term for
three years. The EC-Meeting also decided to publish the Newsletter on the website of
IAA.

III. Yearbook
The Yearbook 2008 has been published, and the delegates expressed their thanks to Jale
Erzen for her excellent work. Jale Erzen also offered to send the remaining copies of the
Yearbook 2008 to Beijing to Gao Jianping for distributing at Beijing Congress. The
postage will be paid from IAA account.

The delegates were also pleased to receive Curtis Carter’s report noting that the
editorial work had been completed for Yearbook 2009, and that the manuscript is in the
process of being prepared for hard copy publication and distribution. The IAA Executive
Committee expresses its thanks to the American Society for Aesthetics for its
contribution of $1500 toward the publication of the Yearbook 2000 on the topic, “ Art
and Social Change.”

Gao Jianping also reported that Wang Keping was editing Yearbook 2010, which
would be completed on time and distributed at Beijing Congress.

The meeting also discussed possibilities of contacting various publishing houses, to
determine the feasibility of having the IAA Yearbook published and distributed by a
professional publisher in order to make the Yearbook available to more readers.
Cambridge Scholars Publishing and Amsterdam University Press were mentioned as
possible candidate for publishing the IAA Yearbook. The Executive Committee
requested President Jos de Mul to continue explore various possibilities. The matter will
be settled before or at the Executive Committee meeting at the Beijing Congress.
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Social Change and Its Double Reflections on Art, Cruelty,
and Historic Violence

Tyrus Miller

Art, Technology and Social Change
Awesome Technologies
Jos de Mul
The Growth and Construction of Cultural Diversity in Digital Society
Gao Jianping
Convergence of Art and Science and Changes in Digital Society
Jung A. Huh
Arts Education and Social Change
Art Education with Social Commitment
Wang Keping
Building the Body and Mind of Japanese “Nationals”
Modern History of Song (Shôka) in Japan

Watanabe Hiroshi

G. Interim Actions
ii. Approval to award the 2009 Book Prize to Allen Carlson and Glenn

Parsons for Functional Beauty, and to base decisions on the majority
recommendation of the prize committees.

iii. Approval of conference funding for Maes/Levinson ($2,500) and
additional special initiative funding for Higgins/Neilson ($2,500) and
Mathieu ($9,800).

iv. Approval of Noël Carroll as the ASA’s recommendation to the BSA for
the 2010 Wollheim Lecture.

v. Approval of James Harold as the new Book Review Editor

3. FINANCIAL AFFAIRS
A. Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer’s Report

In spite of the difficult economic times, the American Society for Aesthetics is in sound
financial shape. We have assets of $1,911,768, with $26,744 in cash. Against that, we
have no liabilities other than on-going budgeted expenses, which include annual meeting
expenses, prizes, special projects, and honoraria. We have cash or near cash assets
sufficient to cover budgeted expenses for the remainder of 2009.

The Finance Committee has been reorganized to consist of the officers of the
corporation, the editor of the Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, one additional
trustee, and two members of the Society from outside the Board of Trustees. The outside
members will serve three year staggered terms, beginning in 2010. Stephen Davies is the
trustee member, and Donald Crawford and Ted Gracyk are the members from outside the
Trustees.

In addition to the ongoing expenses of running the Society, 2009 has seen
substantial increases in grants to members for Conferences, for the operation of the ASA
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Graduate E-journal, for a new diversity committee, for prizes, and for expenditures on the
Annual Meeting. The principle that governs these expenditures is that they serve the
stated mission of the ASA, that they benefit a wide range of the membership at large, and
that they advance the visibility of aesthetics as a discipline in the liberal arts.

The primary task for the Finance Committee this year is to evaluate the Society’s
investment strategy in line with our Investment Policy Statement. To that end, the
Finance Committee will recommend to the Board of Trustees any changes that seem
advisable. The Board will act on any recommended changes and report to the Annual
Business Meeting.

Financial reports are attached, including a Financial Compilation showing the
Society assets and a tentative budget for 2010. The Finance Committee will recommend
any changes to this budget to the Board of Trustees, which will act on a budget and report
to the Annual Business Meeting.

Submitted
Dabney
Treasurer

B. To be provided after Finance Committee Meeting (see appendix at end for
Finance Committee documents.

C. To be provided after Finance Committee Meeting (see appendix at end for
Finance Committee documents.

4. FUTURE MEEINGS: I have made a site visit to Tampa, and Kevin Sweeney has
agreed (in principle) to be Local Arrangements Chair for 2011. I should have a contract
for presentation at the meeting. Stephanie Ross has expressed interest in bringing the
2012 meeting to St. Louis.
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H E L M S B R I S C O E American Society for Aesthetics

HOTEL BUDGET ANALYSIS 2011 Meeting in Tampa, FL

Property Cost Analysis

Propertry Name: Embassy Suites
Sheraton
Riverwalk Hyatt Regency

(City) Tampa, FL Tampa, FL Tampa, FL

*Special Notes* *6% Rebate

Room Rate: $139.00 $119.00 $129.00

Occupancy Tax Rate: 5.00% 5.00% 5.00%

SLEEPING ROOMS

Peak Room Block: 100 100 100

Total Room Nights: 386 386 386

Reduction in total room nights due to comp room policy: 8 9 7

Adjusted Total Room Nights: 378 377 379

Projected Room Revenue: $52,542.00 $44,863.00 $48,891.00

Projected Total Room Revenue (incl Occ Tax ): $55,169.10 $47,106.15 $51,335.55

MEETING ROOM CHARGES

Meeting Room Rental $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Meeting Room Rental $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

FOOD & BEVERAGE

Wednesday Board Dinner 15 $600.00 $480.00 $780.00

Wednesday Reception 100 $3,000.00 $3,500.00 $3,000.00
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Thursday AM/PM Breaks 100 $2,400.00 $2,000.00 $3,200.00

Friday Board Lunch 15 $420.00 $360.00 $480.00

Friday AM/PM Breaks 100 $2,400.00 $2,000.00 $3,200.00

Saturday Business Mtg Lunch 85 $2,380.00 $2,040.00 $2,720.00

Saturday AM Break 100 $1,200.00 $1,000.00 $1,600.00

F&B Sub Total: $12,400.00 $11,380.00 $14,980.00

Tax (%): 7.00% 7.00% 7.00%

Service Charge (%) at Hotel: 22.00% 21.00%

Average F&B Cost per Attendee (incl tax & serv chg): $145.42 $132.42 $145.71

Projected Total F&B Revenue (Hotel): $15,996.00 $14,566.40 $16,028.60

SUMMARY

Projected Total Room Revenue: $46,893.74 $37,684.92 $48,768.77

Projected Total F&B Revenue: $15,996.00 $14,566.40 $12,822.88

Projected Total Meeting Room Rental: $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Projected Total Program Cost Before Rebate: $62,889.74 $52,251.32 $61,591.65

Projected Total Program Cost After Rebate: $62,889.74 $52,251.32 $57,896.15

Projected Average Cost Per Attendee: $571.72 $475.01 $526.33
*Rebate is based on
Final Pick-up - This
is a possible savings
of $2925

Total Attendance 110

Food & Beverage Info used for calculations

F&B Costs:

Continental Breakfast 22.00 16.00
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Plated/Buffet Breakfast 20.00

Lunch Buffet 28.00 24.00 32.00

Plated Lunch 32.00

Plated Dinner 40.00 32.00 52.00

Dinner Buffet

Reception 30.00 35.00 30.00

Breaks 12.00 10.00 16.00
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I would like to move that the Secretary/Treasurer be given authority to explore
and enter into contracts for future meetings without prior invitation from a local
institution or a commitment from a local arrangements chair. There are three reasons for
requesting this authority: i) it is increasingly difficult to arrange meetings in advance with
the budget constraints on universities. No one is in a position to be local arrangements
chair very far in advance. On the other hand, it is important to have meetings arranged at
least three years in advance in order to assure meeting space and accommodations. ii)
We have much greater bargaining power if we can request proposals from more than one
city. iii) Local knowledge is important, but it can be obtained without asking one
individual to commit the time to arrangements. Convention and Visitors Bureaus are
eager to help, and they can supply registration workers if needed.

5. NOMINATIONS FOR TRUSTEES: Kevin Sweeney, Jo Ellen Jacobs, Rachel
Zuckert, Christopher Williams, Emily Brady, James Harold, Sheila Lintott, David
Osipovich, Carl Plantinga, Alexander Nehamas, Paul Woodruff, Alex Neill, Tamar
Gendler, Yuriko Saito, James Shelley, Sarah Worth, Bill Seeley, Bill Day, Flo Leibowitz,
John Brown, John Dilworth, Andrew Kania, Glen Parsons, Stephanie Ross..

6. APPOINTMENTS
A) Trustee Representative to the Finance Committee from the board of
Trustees. Appointment by the President. Stephen Davies has served this year.
The next appointee will be a trustee with two years remaining on his/her term.
B) Program Chair for 2011: Allen Carlson, Berys Gaut, Derek Matravers, Bill
Seeley, James Shelley, Yuriko Saito, Sarah Worth, Rachel Zuckert.

7. SECRETARY/TREASURER NOMINATION
The term of the current Secretary/Treasurer expires January 31, 2011. Because
arrangements must be made for institutional support and the timely transfer of the office,
it has been the practice that a single name should appear on the ballot approved at the
2010 meeting. The JAAC Editor and the Secretary/Treasurer serve staggered five year
terms. Susan Feagin was reviewed in 2007 and reappointed to a term that runs until
2013. The Secretary/Treasurer must be elected as an officer of the corporation, however.
Therefore, the Board of Trustees needs to act prior to the 2010 meeting to review the
current Secretary/Treasurer and secure a nominee to appear on the ballot that will be sent
to the membership after the 2010 Board meeting. (I am not presently prepared to take the
Sherman oath – “If nominated I will not run; if elected I will not serve” – but I will not be
offended if another candidate is available and the Board feels it would be wise to choose
that candidate. There are some conditions that I would want to discuss with the Board
before I would consider continuing in any event. Dabney)
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FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS

Financial Compilation as of September 30, 2009
Sept. 30,
2009

Dec. 31, 2008 Dec. 31, 2007

ASSETS1

Current Assets
BA checking $26,743.77 $3,020.99 $4,431.99

Investments $0.00 0 0
Money Market Fund $97,856.71 $180,448.58 $129,800.29

Wachovia CD $0.00 95,340.10 0
Vanguard Short Term

Federal Bond Fund
$390,949.84 0.00 0

M-L Institutional fund $41,310.24 $41,122.41 $39,975.86

M-L Funds Deposit Program $1,354,907.74 $1,126,217.05 $1,490,958.60

TOTAL ASSETS $1,911,768.30 $1,446,149.13 $1,665,166.74

1Unaudited, Cash Basis
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2008 - 2010
BUDGET SUMMARY

Category Description
2008

Budget
2008

Income
Surplus/
deficit

2009
Budget

2009
Income Encumbered

Surplus /
deficit

2010
Budget

thru 9/09

Interest Income Interest on cash 7,000.00 6,413.00 -587.00 7,000.00 1,975.00 -5,025.00 2,000.00

Gift Received Cohen Residual 100.00 9,119.00 9,019.00 0.00

Membership
Income 52,000.00 57,856.00 5,856.00 45,000.00 55,150.00 10,150.00 48,000.00

Eastern Division 0.00 923.40
Pacific Division 269.85 7,802.81

Misc Income travel reimbursement 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,039.00 0.00

Publishing Income 200,000.00 204,007.00 4,007.00 200,000.00 265,332.00 65,332.00 250,000.00

sales mailing lists, table rental 2,000.00 1,610.00 -390.00 2,000.00 550.00 -1,450.00 1,000.00

Subvention Wiley/Blackwell 1,000.00 3,000.00 2,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 0.00 3,000.00

Total 262,100.00 282,005.00 19,905.00 257,000.00 327,046.00 69,007.00 304,000.00

Category Description
2008

Budget
2008

expense surplus/deficit
2009

Budget
2009
expense encumbered surplus/deficit

2010
Budget

Accounting Fees 1,500.00 3,121.00 -1,621.00 2,000.00 1,150.00 850.00 1,500.00

annual meeting 20,000.00 27,382.00 -7,382.00 35,000.00 6,639.00 28,361.00 40,000.00

ASAGE moved from sp. Proj. 7,250.00 5,660.00 1,590.00 5,200.00 2,186.00 3,014.00 5,393.00

Bank Charges credit card fees, etc. 3,000.00 2,019.00 981.00 3,000.00 1,914.00 1,086.00 2,500.00


